
March 22, 1 9 73

(Start of Belt $11)

and the gene ral newspaper. i think you would see the doz
gonedest scurrying for cover you ever saw because there are
many instances where 1nd1viduals with hundred thousand dollar
incomes are receivinv subs.antial amounts of money from
medical assistance oayments and we are nere today armu1ng
about whether we pay thirty some...thir.y-two dollars more or
a few dollars mor.e to some ch1ld. Now all of us, if you were
to go out to my distr1ct which represents Senator Lew1s's
district, these bills are not popular in those areas, but
no one in my area, no one 1n this s.ate of Nebraska want to
deny to a child that care which they need to live in decency,
to provide pood food and good housing ard good clothinm,
decent clothing. As Senator .'lore points out, we don't want
to remove from them the 1ncentive to better themselves and,
therefore, we should allow some room and that's the reason
for my bill, some room for 1mproving themselves by going to
wcrk. But I think it would be enlightening, it would be
tremendously enlightening if we were to require the names of
the people who rece1ve these amounts of money, nursing homes,
doctors, dent1sts, the whole ball of wax. And then we would
put this th1ng in its proper perspective and I th1nk that
we would help correct some of the abuses that Senator Marvel
points out we know exists in the program. I have, on my
desk which I w111 hand out later on, a news story that
documents some of the abuses that have occurred. To my
knowledge, there has been no prosecut1ons under these...of
these abuses. .'io one has been prosecuted. In fact, they
haven't even published the names of those people who have
overcharged or who have submitted fraudulent claims. I think,
if we really want to get rid of the abuses, that would be the
first thing to do that the Department of welfare would publish
the names of those people. They have done so in the case of
welfare recipients. Let's publish the names of those people
on the other end who have submitted 1'raudulent claims and
when that happens you are go1ng to see a tightening up that
will supersede anything that can be done by this body. I' ll
have a little more to say on that later on, but I would 11ke
to hear some other comments in this area.

PRESIDENT: Next t.o speak is Senator Skarda. The chair under
stands we are still speaking on the mot1on to indefinitely
postpone LB 185.

SENATOR SKARDA: Mr. Chairman, I have very little to say but
something has been running through my mind f' or years and years
and years and I think it's a contributing factor of the great
part of what our d1fficulty is today and I had an instance
the other day I might relate, I have a constituent from my
district who has a daughter that came home that lived in
Arkansas. She came home with the children and her husband' s
st111 in Arkansas, non-supporting and don't get enough to
live on and I think that this 1s an area that we ought to
give some serious consideration to. These people that create
these problems going Scot free and off the hook, don't con
tribute and don't intend to and never will and on and on it
goes. And the divorce rate in the state of Nebraska is con
stantly on the 1ncrease and along with what Senator Schmit
said and what I said, if we could Just corral these people
that caused and created these problems, these men in particu
lar I'm talking about who met away Scot free and don't con
tr1bute absolutely a red cent, and they are all over the
country. And we talk about do1ng something on the federal
bases, there 1s nothing ever done about 1t. There 1s no
reciprocal, positive agreement between the states to tie
this situat1on down and make these guys pay, instead of the
taxpayers as a whole contributing to the package. I th1nk
this is one area along w1th what Senator Schm1t had that if
we got done, collectively through the states, it'd be a
great contributing factor in reduc1ng the overall course and


